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Asiatic black bears are listed under appendix I of CITES and as vulnerable by IUCN yet they are the
predominant species targeted and farmed for bile throughout Asia. Animal welfare charity Animals Asia
has rescued over 570 bears from the bear bile industry in China and Vietnam and estimates over 10,000
bears are currently farmed in China alone however accurate free-ranging Asiatic black bear population
estimates are lacking throughout most of their range. Bear bile farming is a tremendous animal welfare
and bear conservation issue. Bears on bile farms experience numerous health issues including, but not
limited to, malnutrition, hyperkeratosis of the pads, cholecystitis, and severe dental disease. Upon
rescue, bears require extensive mental, behavioral and physical rehabilitation. From a conservation
standpoint, Asiatic black bears continue to be poached to stock bile farms and/or supply international
demand for bear parts. The wildlife trade monitoring network, TRAFFIC, has identified that illegal
trafficking of bear parts will continue until improved legislation, effective enforcement and corruption are

addressed in multiple countries throughout southeast Asia.
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